[bookmark: _GoBack]Dear Parent/Guardian,
As a country, we all need to do what we can to reduce the spread of the COVID-19 virus. That is why the government has given clear guidance on self-isolation, household isolation and social distancing. The most recent scientific advice on how to further limit the spread of COVID-19 is clear. If children can stay safely at home, they should, to limit the chance of the virus spreading.
That is why the government has asked parents to keep their children at home, wherever possible, and asked schools to remain open only for those children who absolutely need to attend. The fewer children making the journey to school, and the fewer children in educational settings, the lower the risk that the virus can spread and infect vulnerable individuals in wider society.
Schools are, therefore, being asked to continue to provide care for a limited number of children - children who are vulnerable and children whose parents are critical to the Covid-19 response and cannot be safely cared for at home.
If your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed below, and you cannot keep your child safe at home then your children will be prioritised for education provision:
Health and social care
Frontline health and social care staff such as doctors, nurses, midwives, paramedics, as well as support and specialist staff in the health and social care sector. In addition it includes those working in supply chains including producers and distributors of medicines and personal protective equipment.
Education and childcare
Nursery, teaching staff and social workers.
Key public services
Those required to run the justice system, religious staff, as well as those responsible for managing the deceased, and journalists providing public service broadcasting.
Local and national government
Administrative occupations essential to the effective delivery of the Covid-19 response or delivering essential public services, including payment of benefits.
Food and other necessary goods
Those involved in the production, processing, distribution, sale and delivery of food.
Public safety and national security
Police, support staff, Ministry of Defence civilian staff and armed forces personnel, fire and rescue staff, and those responsible for border security, prisons and probation.
Transport
Those who will keep air, water, road and rail passenger and freight transport modes operating during the Covid-19 response.
Utilities, communication and financial services
Staff required to keep oil, gas, electricity, water and sewerage operations running. Staff in the civil nuclear, chemical and telecommunications sectors. Those in postal services and those working to provide essential financial services.
Many parents working in these sectors may be able to ensure their child is kept at home and, if it is at all possible for children to be at home, then they should be.
However, if you are classified as a keyworker (that is, your work is critical to the COVID-19 response, or you work in one of the critical sectors listed above, and you cannot keep your child safe at home) please email school eastrington.primary@eastriding.gov.uk with the following details:
Names of children requiring childcare at school:
Parents’ names:
Keyworker roles:
Places of work:
Please also state the dates on which you will need childcare (initially for w/c 23rd March and 30th March), for example:
Every Monday and Tuesday or, if you work shifts, please state the dates that your child will be in school ie Monday 23rd March, Wednesday 25th March.
We need the dates that your child will be attending school as soon as possible to enable us to organise sufficient staffing. Please ensure that this information is emailed to school by 11a.m. on Friday 20th March, at the latest.
Parents of vulnerable children have already been contacted individually regarding attending school.
School will be open each day from 8.50 a.m. – 3.30 p.m. (only for vulnerable children and the children of key workers and only on the days that their parents are at work). 
Children should be brought to and collected from the KS1/hall door. All children will require a packed lunch and a drinks bottle, which is thoroughly washed each day. Children will also need to bring their Home Learning Pack each day that they attend school. All the children will be in the Discovery Classroom with a Class teacher and Nursery Nurse/Teaching Assistant (the members of staff will change each day). If you need to contact school at any point, please do so via email, where possible, as staff may not be on hand to answer the telephone. 
If you require any additional information, please do not hesitate to contact us.
Many thanks,
Heidi Gallagher
